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you” (see 2 Timothy 1:6). When you 
first came to Christ, the hand of God 
came upon you, and you were called 
to do something that only you could 
do. God gave you a responsibility, 
and He endowed you with gifts to 
glorify His name. So do not let things 
spiral down to the point of merely 
coming to church out of obligation; 
a passionless relationship with God 
that bears no fruit in the earth. If 
you allow that to happen, you can be 
certain that nobody will desire what 
you have. People will look at your 
relationship with God and conclude, 
“I am already despairing enough. 
I do not need religion adding to 
my misery!”

“Wherefore Jesus also, that he might 
sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate” (Hebrews 
13:12). He suffered outside the 
gate! For the sake of saving us and 
enabling us to walk again with a 
holy God, Jesus traveled outside the 
gate—outside the limitations, outside 
the borders of the religion that tried 
to confine Him. He could have risen 
to become one of the highest in the 
whole echelon, but He refused to 
play their game. Therefore, they 
dragged Him outside the gate, 
outside of the city. 

“Let us go forth therefore unto 
him without the camp, bearing 
his reproach. For here have we no 
continuing city, but we seek one to 
come. By him therefore let us offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name” (Hebrews 
13:13–15). You and I are called to 
“go forth out of the camp” to where 
Jesus is. In other words, we have a 
chance as a church to come out from 
our cultural captivity—to come out 
to a new place where our mouths are 
open in constant thanksgiving. We 
can come out and approach the altar 
where the fire of God truly is, where 
His glory abounds, where people are 
given abilities that could only come 
from the heart of God. 

Going to that altar requires humility, 
a contrite heart—admitting that 
perhaps our religion falls short of the 
glory of God for our lives. Notice that 
the Scripture speaks of “bearing His 
reproach.” That means it will require 
a death to self and a willingness 
to step outside the gate, for that is 
where this altar is found. At this altar 
we are willing to endure the scorn 
of a fallen world; we will not let the 
snickers in the workplace prevent 
us from bowing our heads. No! We 
have an altar, and it is called being 
given for the glory of God and for 
the souls of men. There is a place 
that this church age has been called 
to—a place where we fight to bring 
people into true freedom. 

Hebrews 12:1 says it this way: 
“Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses...” The writer 
is referring to those saints described 
in the previous chapter—those 
who faced threats, fire, flood, trial, 
personal inability—yet none of these 
things were able to stop them. The 
same holds true for every genuine 
believer in Christ today—there is 
nothing that can stop the plan of 
God ordained for those who choose 
to be given for His glory.

“...Let us lay aside every weight, and 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). 
No weight can crush us; no sin can 
keep us! Jesus came to give sight to 

the blind, to open the prison doors 
to those who are bound, to heal those 
whose hearts have been wounded. 
That means we are free to get up and 
walk out of every place of captivity, 
and no opposition or limitation can 
stop us in this race. The only thing 
that can stop us is our personal 
choice to live within the confines 
that a fallen society has placed 
around us, cowering when they 
regard us as narrow, misguided, 
weak or foolish.

“Looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him... ” (Hebrews 
12:2). The source of His strength, 
the vision that was before His eyes, 
was the joy of seeing you free; the 
joy of having you back in a living 
relationship with Him! It was all 
about you and me. Yet what have 
we set before us in this generation? 
Gold, cars, jobs, position and power. 
No wonder there is no joy in much 
of what professes to be Christianity. 
Our focus is wrong—it should be all 
about people! Jesus did not quit or 
give in to the scorn or accusations 
that came against Him, because He 
saw you and me ruling and reigning 
with Him forever. We will not tremble 
or remain silent once we begin to see 
the men and women around us the 
way Jesus sees them. 

“[He] endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 
12:2). Jesus won a victory! That is 
the altar that you and I have if we 
are willing to join Him outside the 
city; if we are willing to escape the 
boundaries and be put outside of a 
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people who really are fighting against 
their own salvation. 

“For consider him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 
in your minds” (Hebrews 12:3). 
Consider Him! Consider what He 
endured, and consider what you are 
willing to endure. Consider how deep 
and how far you are going to go in 
this walk with God. Are you going 
to settle in and become a powerless 
voice as Lot did—a man who was so 
intermixed with the ways of society 
that even after meeting with angels, 
he could barely bring his own family 
out of captivity? Or will you be like 
Noah, who built an ark, enduring 
the ridicule of people who passed by 
every day, and said, “You foolish old 
man, it has not rained here for years, 
and you are building a boat?” Yet the 
Bible says that Noah was a preacher 
of righteousness, and he brought his 
whole family to safety with him. 

n STOP AND CONSIDER
Do you feel the urgency of this 
hour? Do you realize that we 
are about to enter a storm of 
unprecedented proportions? 
Just as in Noah’s day, some 
people may ridicule this 

message and put it away. 
However, I urge you to get 
oil now, to get strength now, 
to make a choice now. As 
Joshua said, “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve...but as 
for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 

The prophet Isaiah said that in 
the last days, in the midst of the 
darkness, there will be a people 
who have a song of praise to God 
(see Isaiah 30:29). Of course, that 
does not just happen. It all starts 
when we make a choice to consider 
Jesus, understanding that the victory 
He has already won can be ours. 
We make a choice to go to an altar 
in a place that those who play 
games with God cannot go. 

I encourage you to let 2012 
be a year when you consider 
Jesus. Consider whether you 
will follow Him all the way. That 
means not being half-measure, 
not falling short, not running a 
cheater’s race, not bowing to the 
boundaries of society, not settling 
in to a relationship of begrudging 
service in the house of God. If you 
are determined not to settle for 
anything less than the fullness 
of what He has for you, you will 
find that the Lord will give you the 
strength of character to be salt and 
light in your city. He will give you 
compassion for all men, even those 
who oppose you. You will be taken 
into the divine life of Christ, and 
this will be a year when God will 
astound you! 
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